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Mississippi State Farm  Communication is Key in Lending

Service Agency Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan

borrowers the tools necessary to be a success. A part of ensuring
Phone: 601-965-4300 this success is providing guidance and counsel from the loan
Fax: 844-325-6966 application process through the borrower’s graduation to
commercial lending institutions. While it is FSA’s commitment to
advise borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is
State Executive Director: crucial for borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when
Robert A. (Bobby) Carson changes occur. It is the borrower’s responsibility to alert FSA to any
of the following:

State Committee

Bobby Moody-Chairman » Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation;
Scott Flowers * Any significant changes to family income or expenses;

Rita Seward » The development of problem situations;

Henry Reed » Any losses or proposed significant changes in security

Gale Martin


https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/27d9163

In addition, if a farm loan borrower cannot make payments to
To find contact information for  suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on time, contact your farm loan
your local office go to staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options.

www.fsa.usda.gov/ms For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit
www.fsa.usda.gov.

Next State Committee ARC/PLC Acreage Maintenance
Meeting:

March 11,2020 @10am . . . .
Producers enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price

Loss Coverage (PLC) programs must protect all cropland and
noncropland acres on the farm from wind and water erosion and
noxious weeds. Producers who sign ARC county or individual
contracts and PLC contracts agree to effectively control noxious
weeds on the farm according to sound agricultural practices. If a
producer fails to take necessary actions to correct a maintenance
problem on a farm that is enrolled in ARC or PLC, the County
Committee may elect to terminate the contract for the program
year.

Sign in/Sign up!

Farmers, ranchers and agricultural producers have new online options to access U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA) programs. Through USDA’s new streamlined process, producers doing
business as an individual can now register, track and manage their applications for the Market
Facilitation Program (MFP) on the secure and convenient www.farmers.gov. Producers doing
business as an individual first need to sign up for the Level 2 eAuthentication access. Currently
USDA eAuthentication does not have the mechanism to issue accounts to businesses,
corporations, other entities or for anyone acting on behalf of another individual or entity.

o Step 1: Create and online account at www.eauth.usda.gov

o Step 2: Complete identity verification by either using the online self-service identity
verification method or by completing the identity verification in-person at your USDA
Service Center.

o Step 3: You're enrolled

o Step 4: Contact your local USDA Service Center to have your new Level 2 account
linked with your USDA customer record

o Step5: You're ready to Log In

Or go to your local USDA Service Center and our supportive staff will help you sign up for Level 2
Access right in the office! They will get you online so you can create an online account at
https://www.farmers.gov/sign-in. You'll complete identity verification right on the spot. You're
enrolled! Users with a secure Level 2 eAuthentication ID linked to their USDA customer record can
apply for select USDA programs, view and print farm maps and farm records data. Enrolling is easy!
Visit farmers.gov/sign-in to learn more.

To locate a service center near you or use online services not requiring eAuthentication access,
visit www.farmers.gov. For technical assistance, call the eAuthentication help desk at 1-800-457-
3642
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FSA Encourages Producers to Enroll Soon in Agriculture
Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage Programs

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages agricultural producers to enroll now in the
Agriculture Risk Loss (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs. March 15, 2020 is the
enrollment deadline for the 2019 crop year.

Although more than 200,000 producers have enrolled to date, FSA anticipates 1.5 million producers
will enroll for ARC and PLC. By enrolling soon, producers can beat the rush as the deadline nears.

FSA offices have multiple programs competing for the time and attention of our staff. Because of
the importance and complexities of the ARC and PLC programs; and to ensure FSA meets your
program delivery expectations, please do not wait to start the enrollment process. Call your FSA
county office and make an appointment soon to ensure your elections are made and contracts
signed well ahead of the deadlines.

ARC and PLC provide financial protections to farmers from substantial drops in crop prices or
revenues and are vital economic safety nets for most American farms.

The programs cover the following commodities: barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn,
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long
grain rice, medium and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower
seed and wheat.

Until March 15, producers who have not yet enrolled in ARC or PLC for 2019 can enroll for both
2019 and 2020 during the same visit to an FSA county office unless yield updates are requested.
Additionally, farm owners have a one-time opportunity to update PLC payment yields that take
effect beginning with crop year 2020. If the owner accompanies the producer to the office, the yield
update and enrollments may be completed during the same office visit.

More Information

For more information on ARC and PLC, download our program fact sheet or our 2014-2018 farm
bills comparison fact sheet. Online ARC and PLC election decision tools are available
at fsa.usda.gov/arc/plc. To enroll, contact your ESA county office for an appointment.

Maintaining Good Credit History

Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan programs require that applicants have a satisfactory credit
history. A credit report is requested for all FSA direct farm loan applicants. These reports are
reviewed to verify outstanding debts, if bills are paid timely and to determine the impact on cash
flow.

Information found on a customer’s credit report is strictly confidential and is used only as an aid in
conducting FSA business.

Our farm loan staff will discuss options with you if you have an unfavorable credit report and will
provide a copy of your report. If you dispute the accuracy of the information on the credit report, it is
up to you to contact the issuing credit report company to resolve any errors or inaccuracies.

There are multiple ways to remedy an unfavorable credit score:
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* Make sure to pay bills on time. Setting up automatic payments or automated reminders can be
an effective way to remember payment due dates.

» Pay down existing debt.

» Keep your credit card balances low.

» Avoid suddenly opening or closing existing credit accounts.

FSA’s farm loan staff will guide you through the process, which may require you to reapply for a
loan after improving or correcting your credit report.

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov

Weather the Storm: FEMA Mobile App Provides Weather
Alerts and Safety Tips

USDA offers programs to help producers recover from disasters; FEMA can help you prepare
ahead of time.

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) recently launched a free mobile app that will
instruct the public on what to do before, during and after emergencies. The app is available for
download for Apple, Android and Blackberry mobile devices.

Download the app to:

* Receive alerts from the National Weather Service for up to five locations

» Get safety reminders, read tips to survive natural disasters and customize your emergency
checklist

* Locate open shelters and where to talk to FEMA in person (or on the phone)

» Upload and share your disaster photos to help first responders.

For more information about the FEMA app, visit fema.gov/mobile-app. To download the FEMA app
from the Apple Store visit https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/fema/id474807486?mt=8. To download
the FEMA app on Google Play for Android visit:
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=gov.fema.mobile.android&hl=en

Dates to Remember

Feb. 28 ---- Deadline to sign-up for General CRP.

Mar. 1 ----- Primary Nesting Season begins.

Mar. 16 --- Deadline to obtain 2020 NAP coverage on spring planted crops.

Mar. 16 --- Deadline to purchase NAP coverage for hemp. NAP will be available for 2020 to provide
insurance-type coverage due to adverse weather conditions. NAP provides coverage against loss
for hemp grown for fiber, grain, seed, or cannabidiol (CBD) for the 2020 crop year where no
permanent federal crop insurance program is available.

Mar. 16 --- ARC/PLC signup deadline for the 2019 Program Election and Enrollment Closes.
Producers who fail to elect either Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC)
by March 16, 2020 will NOT receive a 2019 payment and their 2020 election will default to the prior
farm bill election.

Mar. 16 --- CRP Grasslands Signup Starts.

Mar. 31 --- Final Availability for 2019 crop wheat, barley, oats, honey loans and LDPs.
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Reasonable Accommodation

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this
meeting/event/function should contact Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).



